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Von Eric Ambler : State of Siege before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised State of Siege:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Walking
the Tightrope to Honor and SafetyV on Donald Mitchel |[Eric Ambler is one of our greatest writers of action-based
suspense thrillers. What distinguishes his stories are two elements that are often missing from today's thrillers. First,
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the protagonist is way over his head with little apparent chance to survive. Second, during the story's devel opment,
many moral choices need to be made.In State of Siege, we meet Steve Fraser, an expatriate English engineer, as he
finishes a highly paid three-year assignment to build adam in an island nation near Indonesia. The local political
situation is alittle dicey after the revolutionary party finds itself having a hard time actually running the country. The
dam project has been affected by the arrival of surplus military officer liaison. One was dependable, a Mg or Suparto,
who plays akey rolein the rest of the story.Fraser then finishes up, and flies over rebel lines to the capital to wait for
his flight back to England in three days. He borrows an apartment from a friend while he's away, arranges for a
beautiful woman to accompany him for the three days, and settles down for alittle rest and relaxation. That seeming
tranquility is shattered when the rebel s take advantage of military maneuvers away from the capital to seize control of
the radio station and key areas in the center city, just where Fraser is staying. He finds himself surrounded by rebels,
who aren't sure whether to kill or ignore him. Then, his mere proximity to the rebel leaders draws him into the vortex
of the conflict. Over 24 hours, he finds himself forced to make many difficult choicesif heisto stay alive for another
day . . . and protect the life of Rosalie Linden, who would not survive without him.The story is adelight in character
development. With all of the stressinvolved in a coup d'etat, we see people for who they redlly are. . . asthelife and
death challenges peel away their exterior masks. Fraser, Suparto, Rosalie, and Sanusi (the rebel |eader) are especialy
well done and interesting.The plot is a neat one, showing realistically the shadowy calculations required to seize and
retain control of a newly independent country.After you finish the book, think about what you would have done if you
were Fraser in the same situation. Could you have made better choices than he did? If not, why not?Donald
MitchellCo-author of The 2,000 Percent Solution, The Irresistible Growth Enterprise, and The Ultimate Competitive
Advantage

KurzbeschreibungAll in al Steve Fraser had enjoyed his three-year stint in the former Dutch Southeast Asian colony
of Sunda, and hed been well compensated. But now he was |ooking forward to a last weekend in the capital before
heading home. But Sunda was newly independent, and not entirely stable. An opposition faction with fundamentalist
Islamic leanings was set on overthrowing the provisional government. And instead of enjoying a sybaritic weekend
with the Eurasian beauty Rosalie, Fraser finds himself trapped with her by afanatical group whove taken over the
countrys radio station and made their headquartersin his friend Jebbs apartment. As the government launches a
counterattack, the couples survival depends on their ability to dodge bullets and the shifting loyalties of the coups
lieutenants.From the Trade Paperback edition.PressestimmenA superior Ambler tale of intrigue. --San Francisco
ChronicleAs good as Amblers very best. --The ObserverA sophisticated , assured novel of third world politics where
lives, aswell asideas, are armed and ideology creates a dangerous terrain. -The TimesAll the elements that Ambler
has dveloped to such an art are here. --Chicago TribuneK urzbeschreibungAll in all Steve Fraser had enjoyed his three-
year stint in the former Dutch Southeast Asian colony of Sunda, and hed been well compensated. But now he was
looking forward to alast weekend in the capital before heading home. But Sunda was newly independent, and not
entirely stable. An opposition faction with fundamentalist |slamic leanings was set on overthrowing the provisional
government. And instead of enjoying a sybaritic weekend with the Eurasian beauty Rosalie, Fraser finds himsel f
trapped with her by afanatical group whove taken over the countrys radio station and made their headquartersin his
friend Jebbs apartment. As the government launches a counterattack, the couples survival depends on their ability to
dodge bullets and the shifting loyalties of the coups lieutenants.From the Trade Paperback edition.



