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Von Ken Kesey : Sometimes a Great Notion (Penguin Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sometimes a Great Notion (Penguin Classics): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Auch 
ohne Reich-Ranicki: WeltliteraturVon Ein KundeDer Groe Amerikanische Roman, ein vielgejagtes Phantom, das hier 
einmal konkrete Formen annimmt. Shazam! Hervorragend konstruiert, ohne dadurch an erzhlerischer Kraft einzuben, 
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erzhlt "Sometimes A Great Notion" die Geschichte eines Familienclans, dessen Oberhaupt Hank Stamper sich gegen 
die Bevormundung durch eine schier bermchtige Organisation stellt. Ein Triumph des Individuums ber das Kollektiv, 
packend erzhlt, voll mitreiender Szenen, in denen immer auch die Finesse des Erzhlers durchscheint. Die auf den 
ersten Blick wie mit der Holzflleraxt roh behauenen Figuren erscheinen bei genauerem Hinsehen vielschichtig und 
sind mit groer Liebe zum psychologischen Detail gezeichnet. Ebenso wuchtig und doch poetisch die Sprache. Ein 
Monument amerikanischer Gegenwartsliteratur.3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Rich in 
language, characters and messageVon Ein KundeI first read this around 1964 as a young man in Scotland...it has lived 
with me ever since. After recently visiting for the first time the beautiful Oregon coastal and river areas described by 
Kesey, I had to buy the book again. What a buy! I had forgotten (or never fully appreciated) the beauty of the 
language, the depth of the characters and the strength of the narrative. To revisit the book after these long (and 
hopefully maturing) years, with the benefit of a better understanding of life and America and the Oregon landscape has 
been a rich journey. This book will take a permanent spot on my bookshelf and will be high on my "must read" list.2 
von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. True AmericaVon Ein KundeI am 18 years old and have read 
this book twice. I think every 18 year old who reads should give it a run. It'll straighten out all those giddy girls in love 
with Jane Austen, it will prove to Shakespeare fanatics that beautiful writing doesn't have to be flowery and dead in 
order to be great; to disillusioned youth in love with depression and false alienation, it will show them there is no point 
to depression; it will show Beat wanna-be's and hippies that the best hero is one who goes out and works for 
something everyday instead of running from nothing constantly. This novel supports what America is truly about: 
rugged individualism and hard work. Yea, reading and education is great and all, but take it from me, there's nothing 
like working all day in thankless physical labor and going home. It is exactly what this culture needs. A drunken, wild, 
free-flowing, original, flowing, indepedent work that shows exactly what is wrong with our technologocially and label 
(i.e. Abercrombie, GAP) dependent, bad music loving, money-grubbing, lazy culture. It is a story about real people 
solving real problems. It should be required knowledge for all of us.

KurzbeschreibungThe magnificent second novel from the legendary author of One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest and 
Sailor Song is a wild-spirited and hugely powerful tale of an Oregon logging clan.A bitter strike is raging in a small 
lumber town along the Oregon coast. Bucking that strike out of sheer cussedness are the Stampers: Henry, the fiercely 
vital and overpowering patriarch; Hank, the son who has spent his life trying to live up to his father; and Viv, who fell 
in love with Hank's exuberant machismo but now finds it wearing thin. And then there is Leland, Henry's bookish 
younger son, who returns to his family on a mission of vengeance - and finds himself fulfilling it in ways he never 
imagined. Out of the Stamper family's rivalries and betrayals, Ken Kesey crafted a novel with the mythic impact of 
Greek tragedy.From the Trade Paperback edition.Pressestimmen"As in Cuckoo's Nest, Kesey brings to life people you 
will never forget . . . Getting into this book is getting into a fascinating, crazy world of a fascinating, crazy family 
which has a throbbing reality and a desperate dedication to living . . . and then there is that great gift for comedy, for 
purely sensational writing. When Kesey describes the Canada honkers flying over the woods you can almost see them; 
when he describes the smells of the grass and the tastes of the strawberries you feel and you smell and you taste." --
Ralph J. Gleason, San Francisco Chronicle "Sometimes a Great Notion, a big book in every way, captures the tenor of 
the post-Korea America as nothing I can remember reading . . . Beyond the PTA and the beer commercials, beyond the 
huge effluvium of the times, exist people who live by the ancient passions, and Mr. Kesey in the fullness of his 
material discovers them for us." --The New York Times Book "A tremendous achievement . . . Set against the damp 
and brutal background of an Oregon logging community, the book by turns gasps, pants, whoops, and shrieks . . . you 
cannot help but admire Kesey's vigor, his profligate command of the language. And you have to stand back in awe of 
the man's ability to create character." --The Cleveland Plain DealerKurzbeschreibungThe magnificent second novel 
from the legendary author of One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest and Sailor Song is a wild-spirited and hugely powerful 
tale of an Oregon logging clan.A bitter strike is raging in a small lumber town along the Oregon coast. Bucking that 
strike out of sheer cussedness are the Stampers: Henry, the fiercely vital and overpowering patriarch; Hank, the son 
who has spent his life trying to live up to his father; and Viv, who fell in love with Hank's exuberant machismo but 
now finds it wearing thin. And then there is Leland, Henry's bookish younger son, who returns to his family on a 
mission of vengeance - and finds himself fulfilling it in ways he never imagined. Out of the Stamper family's rivalries 
and betrayals, Ken Kesey crafted a novel with the mythic impact of Greek tragedy.From the Trade Paperback edition. 


