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series): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B003RWSB5O


workmanlike mystery but devoid of excitement.Von booklover10Rendell's Inspector Wexford is a wonderful 
character. He is not flashy, but he is thoughtful, witty and insightful. I always enjoy reading about him and his cases. 
This book deals with the abduction of two women and one little girl. It also explores the issues of domestic violence 
and its ramifications, and the problem of the mob mentality and its destructiveness. As you can see, the book is too 
busy. It has too many themes and they don't mesh well. The middle of the book flags, although it picks up some steam 
at the end. To Rendell's credit, she doesn't attempt to tie up every loose end, and she fleshes out most of the characters. 
She would do well to make the plot more focused, as it was in her last novel, "A Sight for Sore Eyes," a truly 
horrifying thriller.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Doesn't add upVon Heather HadlockAn 
imperfect Rendell novel is still better than 99% of the crime fiction available. That said, this one isn't perfect. It 
definitely pales in comparison with *Simisola*, which dealt with similar issues in a tighter and more devastating way.I 
would have expected Rendell to weave together the 3 sub-plots (the abducted girls, the pedophile, and the kidnapped 
toddler) in a shocking, revelatory way, but she doesn't. The book feels more like 2 novellas and a short story, with 
Wexford as the common thread.I appreciate the feminist consciousness that Rendell's been weaving into the Wexford 
novels; it makes a great counterpoint to her visions of female evil and criminality.However, I found the presentation of 
the battered-woman plot strangely cold. Even the sympathetic "good man" Wexford remains an outside observer, 
unable to comprehend the horrible events he discovers, and so the reader does too. *Harm Done* falls short of the 
tragic power and immediacy of Roddy Doyle's *The Woman who Walked into Doors*.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Not the Best, but not Bad!Von sally barryA friend who glanced at this book sniffed, "I 
don't know how you can read those English who-killed-the-vicar-in-the-library things, I don't have the patience", and I 
had to laugh because this is just about as opposite a novel as you can get. This book has three themes, the 
disappearance of two young women; an elderly pedophile released from prison; and a severely abused housewife. Ms. 
Rendell writes so well, detailing the hellish life of the housewife in stomach-roiling detail. She also includes some of 
her deliciously psychotic character studies, and of course all this is seen through the eyes of dear familiar Insp. 
Wexford. There is a trace of humor in this book involving the inhabitants of a lowish class housing development 
picketing the old reprobate's apartment, singing "Stand By Your Kids" to the tune of "Stand By Your Man", and 
similar silliness that would make Jerry Springer feel right at home! Sally Jesse, Maury Povich, and Jenny Jones would 
fit right into this modern day England, and not a vicar in sight! I am only giving it 4 stars because the stories do not tie 
together and they meander somewhat, this is not Ms. Rendell's usual top=notch work. Also, Ms. Rendell and Insp. 
Wexford are both getting up there in years, and I hope she goes on writing forever, but there are hints the refined and 
compassionate policeman may be getting weary of the crazy modern day world that is not only lived in England, but 
all over. I hope Ms. Rendell has many, many more novels in her yet and we will see her policeman back on top of the 
game. When she is great, words cannot express the deep emotional impact her novels have on my psyche. When she is 
merely good, as in "Harm Done", she is still sublime. Rather than 4 stars, let me give this a "9" on a one to ten scale. I 
look forward to her next books, both Wexford and non-Wexford.

KurzbeschreibungThe eighteenth book to feature the classic crime-solving detective, Chief Inspector Wexford.A 
young girl disappears, then another.A notorious paedophile is released back into the community. The residents of the 
Muriel Campden Estate are up in arms, and even prepared to take the law into their own hands...Chief Inspector 
Wexford is faced with the effects of violence and prejudice every day as a policeman, and he is also involved with a 
new programme to help victims of domestic violence. His daughter, Sylvia, has come to work nearby in a refuge for 
battered women. Her marriage is not a happy one, although her husband has never raised a hand to her. They are 
merely incompatible. Other women in Kingsmarkham are not so lucky... Wexford is soon called upon to investigate 
two extremely serious crimes which will affect the lives and attitudes of police and innocent villagers alike....deWith 
Harm Done, Rendell has added a remarkable strand of acute social commentary to a book that still functions as an 
utterly compelling piece of detective fiction. With the controversial subject of paedophilia, she takes the mainstay of 
her work--problems of modern life--to a level of passion and commitment that gives the book a truly powerful 
underpinning. Back in the familiar Sussex town of Kingsmarkham, Rendell's dogged sleuth Wexford is investigating 
the strange abductions of two young girls: Rachel, a bright middle-class student, and Lizzie, a mentally disabled 16-
year-old living with her unsympathetic parents on a grim council estate. When both girls return home, apparently 
unharmed, Wexford is faced with a curious mystery: what really happened to them? As Wexford begins to uncover the 
disturbing truth, the dark psychological world that Rendell is so adroit at exploring suddenly comes into focus. And 
her gift for sharp but concise characterisation remains untouchable as in the case of a reluctant witness: " ''We don't 
talk about that sort of thing'. She very nearly but not quite tossed her head." --Barry Forshaw.co.ukWith Harm Done, 
Rendell has added a remarkable strand of acute social commentary to a book that still functions as an utterly 
compelling piece of detective fiction. With the controversial subject of paedophilia, she takes the mainstay of her 
work--problems of modern life--to a level of passion and commitment that gives the book a truly powerful 
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