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Von Robert B. Parker : Gunman's Rhapsody before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Gunman's Rhapsody:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Rich,
Rewarding Historical Novel Based on Wyatt EarpVon Donald Mitchell This is an appealing novel for those who would


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000OIZVGQ

normally not read westerns.Robert Parker has taken the well-known shootout at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone,
Arizonaand turned it into awell-developed, rich tale of family, honor, love, career, and the taming of the West. While
many other writers have treated this material before, none have provided so much background to put the event into its
proper perspective. The Earps, Doc Holliday, the Clantons, Bat Masterson, and many other Western legends come to
life as real people you would recognize if you met them in asaloon. Y ou will also learn alot about the Earp women,
both the wives and those they love. The story continues on to tell about what happened after the shoot-out.Mr. Parker
writes about these characters as though he were a contemporary, but without the exaggeration of adime novel. In fact,
the spare prose of the Spenser series here becomes stronger without the quips and irony that pervade those stories. The
writing style will remind you of Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea, and that's intended to be a high compliment
for his accomplishment here. The story also evokes many of the good qualities of The Virginian.The story pivots
around Wyatt Earp's fascination with a performer who draws his eye, Josie Marcus. Never expecting to see her again,
heis startled to find her on the arm of aspiring lawman, Johnny Behan. Josie is a modern woman in many ways, drawn
to the stage and Johnny for the excitement they seem to offer. She ends up being disappointed in both. For her, though,
Whyatt isthe real thing.Their relationship is complicated by Josie having let Johnny move into a house her father has
bought her in Tombstone, and Wyatt having lived with Mattie (Celia Ann Blaylock) for a number of years. The hurt
feelings lead to a polarization in the politics in Tombstone and in Wyaitt's rel ationship with his brother Virgil's wife,
Allie.The economic interests in the Tombstone area arrayed the ranchers against the rustlers, and the townsmen against
those who wanted to raise a ruckus in town. The political interests split along North-South lines, reflecting the Civil
War. Also, the cowboys tended to be southerners, and the Earps were northerners and townspeople. The character of
Wyatt Earp, as portrayed by Mr. Parker, will fascinate you. He is seen as aman of effortless, relaxed precision. He
enjoys his card dealing as much as his target-shooting practice. Both a discomfort with alcohol and a preference for
being in control have him constantly sipping cups of coffee to keep his vigilance sharp. He is above all a man of
honor, which means sticking to hisword and to his family. Many of the plot complications are aresult of that honor,
and you will enjoy thinking about the price that has to be paid.Mr. Parker also does a remarkably good job of
capturing the peril of being alaw officer. Y ou not only have to disarm the bad guys, some of them will come after you.
If another law officer or citizen falsely accuses you, you can then have a posse chasing you. The Earps had plenty of
experience with all of these problems.My only complaint about the book relate to the Chronicle inserts that outline
other events happening at the same time. There is too much of thisin the book, and the significance of the eventsis
mainly from the perspective of our time. So the effect of reading them is to take you away from the story in time and
space. Unless you happen to enjoy the first ones you read, | suggest you skip over these for a more enjoyable read. The
moral choicesinvolved in this book are interesting. How would you have decided between Mattie and Josie if you
were Wyatt? If you chose Josie, how would you have handled the break-up? What promise would you have made to
Josie about Johnny? If you were Josie, would you have released Wyatt from his promise?Be a straight-shooter!0 von 0
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Tolle Version einer Altbekannten GeschichteVon Jrgen
SchnurrGunman's Rapsody erzhlt die Geschichte von Wyatt Earp mit dem Hhepunkt der Schieerel am OK Coral .\Was
diesen Roman trotz seines bekannten Plots so lesenswert macht, ist der geniale Stil von Robert B. Parker.Ein groer
Teil des Romans spielt sich in Dialogen ab, und es gelingt Robert B. Parker seinen Personen ber Dialoge L eben und
Character einzuhauchen.Da Robert B. Parker eine Vorliebe fr harte Jungs hat, ist es nicht verwunderlich dass er die
Geschichte vom OK Cora mit seinem Worten erzhlt. Heraus kommt eine packender Roman mit stimmigen Figuren.
Ein reines L esevergngen.

KurzbeschreibungSpenser creator Robert B. Parker turns his eye to the Old West with his stirring rendition of the
legendary exploits of Wyatt Earp, Doc Halliday, the Clanton Gang, and the fateful gunfight at the O.K.
Corral..deWyatt Earp, Billy the Kid, Doc Holliday, Tombstone, the O.K. Corral--the icons are so firmly embedded in
American history that we might know nothing more about them than their names. But in this spare, moody riff on the
events leading to the 1881 shootout at the O.K. Corral--the signature battle defining the violence of the Old West--
Robert B. Parker shades the black-and-white starkness with shifting tones of gray. Parker moves beyond the
Hollywood version of the shootout to explore the tangle of family loyalties, dirty politics, and passion that embroiled
Wyatt Earp before and after his encounter with the Clanton gang. In Parker's version, the longstanding rivalry between
the Earps and the cowboys may stem from cultural difference (the Clantons were ranchers who held Confederate
sympathies during the Civil War; the Earps were townsfolk who had Union loyalties), and it may be exacerbated by
alcohol, machismo, and fiery accusations from both sides. But the spark that |eads to the final conflagration is simpler:
Wyatt fallsin love with Josie Marcus, Sheriff Johnny Behan's beautiful, self-assured companion. Parker's Wyatt Earp
is, like his detective hero Spenser, by turns arrogant and humble, and Earp's firm-jawed struggles with honor, family,
and love will feel familiar to fans of that long-running series. But the author has abandoned the series relatively
intricate plotting and its touches of goofy humor. The novel is a curious amagamation of inexorably linear narrative



and moments of static contemplation. It drifts like a tumbleweed through Tombstone, leaving two- and three-month
gaps, pausing briefly to dip into moments of conflict and moments of peace. Gunman's Rhapsody is not abig,
sprawling western. Hewing firmly to an understated minimalism, it seems at times to have sprung from a collaboration
between Hemingway and a Quaker council. Who would have thought that such an unlikely combination could be so
rewarding? --Kelly FlynnPressestimmen'Fast and steady.” Entertainment Weekly"His best yet...A remarkably artful
Western, as tough and as true as the slap of gunmetal against leather.” Publishers Weekly



