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KurzbeschreibungSomewhere in backwoods Vermont, a young woman refuses to back down in the face of threats
from aviolent local villain. Her boyfriend has fled the state in fear, and local law enforcement can do nothing to
protect her. And so she resolves not only to stand her ground, but also to fight back. A pair of unlikely alies - Lester, a
crafty old-timer, and Nate, built like atractor and not much smarter - join her cause, willing to do whatever it takes.
An eccentric Greek chorus of locals - wry, witty, sceptical, and not always entirely sober - keep a running commentary
in the background as the threesome's quest reaches its terrifying conclusion.From Publishers WeeklyL ike its young
heroine, Lillian, Freeman's trim powerhouse is a pistol. The novelist and Old Farmer's Almanac essayist sets this story
of grim purposein arural Vermont of logging, lumber mills and Lost Towns beyond the reach of the law. Threatened
by the locally notorious villain Blackway, who has smashed her car window and killed her cat, Lillian turns to the
sheriff. Unable to offer her legal protection, he sends her to a derelict sawmill where the wheel chair-bound Whizzer
Boot holds court to a Greek chorus-like circle of beer-drinking locals. When Lillian refuses to leave town in the face
of Blackway's threats, Whizzer assigns fearless young Nate and crafty old Lester to go with her to find him. Over the
course of asingle day, they venture deep into the sparsely inhabited territory and outlaw criminality of the Lost
Towns. Knowing that as they get close they got to be ready to go al the way through, they meet menace and violence
head-on. Nate's brawn, Lester's cunning and Lillian's stolid determination lead them to alate-night confrontation with
Blackway that is as startling asit isinevitable. Freeman's beautifully cadenced dialogue is rich with humor,
philosophic depth and a near-mythic sensibility. (Jan.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.Pressestimmen” Freeman's sentences have been honed to rhythmic perfection in away
reminiscent of Cormac McCarthy yes, a high compliment, but one that's well-deserved. What McCarthy has done for
the dusty plains of the Southwest, Freeman, aresident of Newfane, Vt., does here for the Green Mountains. At ataut,
160 pages, Go With Meisat once wry, primal, epic and impossible to put down." Charles Bock, author of Beautiful
Children on NPR's All Things Considered "If | had to select one book from 2008 to give a stranger boarding a plane, it
would be Castle Freeman Jr.'s Go With Me. That wry, slim, beautifully made novel has everything a passenger might
need to erase the toothpaste-tube claustrophobia of modern air travel: ataut mystery set in backwoods Vermont, a
funny chorus of good ol' boys, aterrifying villain and the satisfying hint of a nascent love story.” Cleveland Plain
Dealer Book Editor Karen Long on the publication of the paperback edition of Go With Me. "Tense and funny, "Go
With Me" glides on pitch-perfect dialogue and a humdinger finale." The Cleveland Plain Dedler (Ten Booksto Give
for the Holidays) "A noirish nail biter set in the Vermont backwoods, Castle Freeman Jr.'s novel takes place over the
course of one very long summer day... The dialogue-driven action is direct, the flashes of humor dark, and Freeman
rubsin grit. Freeman writesin the tradition of Flannery O'Connor, James M. Cain, and Jim Thompson, and he packs a
punch.” Vermont Life magazine "A gripping, taut tale of suspense. . . aspare, tense novel set within the desolation
and desperation of the Vermont woods. . . . That things will eventually turn violent is a given. Even before apunch is
thrown or ashot isfired, the dread is as thick as maple syrup. Freeman, a perceptive, enticing writer, isn't bloodthirsty.
When violence erupts, it's sharp and succinct. Still, thisisn't some heady novel about violence or its various
consequences. It's about an America - insular and self-defined - that exists beyond the media's gaze. These are hard
people, but they're also infused with humor, humanity, and a sense of right and wrong. . . . Go With Meis a gem that
sparkles with sly insight and cuts like aknife." The Boston Globe "Castle Freeman Jr. packs more story into 160 pages
than more famous authors could fit into twice as many. . . Go With Me is a dialogue-driven, take-the-law-into-your-
own-hands story that is slick with humor and musings on pop culture, aging and American women. The engaging
characters are pressed to the limits of their courage and creativity in their fight for justice. Scenes in which the young,
determined Lillian, the aged, cunning Lester and the brave and beefy Nate confront the bad guys have a mythical and
heroic quality." USA Today "Thereisaclear moral arc to this storyline, and suspense too. But Go With Meisalso a
literary novel, with echoes of Deliverance and Cormac McCarthy." The Wall Street Journal "One of the smartest
novelswe'veread in along time." Time Out Chicago "This nimble thriller isthe literary equivalent of afierce
bantamweight fighter: Short but muscular and lightning quick, it packs a surprising punch . . . Freeman has a flawless
ear for dialogue and a sharp eye for quirky detail . . . Superb." People Magazine (Critic's Choice) An "elegant little
thriller about cunning versus cruelty, set in arural Vermont town that time forgot. . . . extremely funny . . . pure delight
... thanks to Freeman's streamlined storytelling, dead-on dialogue, and lyrical descriptions of the bleak, woodsy
landscape. Thisis ameticulous New England miniature, with not aword wasted.” O Magazine". . . loose and funny
and, at afew key junctures, righteously bloody. The book takes just afew hoursto read about the running time of the
swell indie movie someone should make from this offbeat charmer." Entertainment Weekly "Freeman's ear is flawless.
The dialogue is taut, funny, wise, poignant, deceptively simple and only on occasion profane. . . . The description is
astute and often beautiful." The Times-Argus (VT) "Chivalry isn't dead; it hasjust retreated to the backwoods of
Vermont. . . . But thisisn't the quaint Vermont of maple syrup and romantic ski weekends. . . . Freeman knows just
how to mingle the dark legends of this place with the violent reality of small-town crime. . . . Freeman has alot of fun
with these good ol' boys. . . . 'They don't change,' [he] writes. 'Time doesn't pass for them.' Y ou could say the same for
good storytelling like this." Washington Post Bookworld "Like its young heroine, Lillian, Freeman's trim powerhouse
is'apistol'.... Freeman's beautifully cadenced dialogue is rich with humor, philosophic depth and a near-mythic



sensibility." Publishers Weekly "A small masterpiece of black comedy and suspense about atrio of backwoods heroes
who embark upon a modern-day quest.... If al novels were this good, Americans would read more." Kirkus s (starred)
"This gem of anovel by Vermont author Freeman may bring him the larger audience he so richly deserves. . . .
Freeman turns this fablelike story into a surprisingly suspenseful showdown. And the artful cutaways to the old-timers
priceless, extremely funny conversations add another level of richness to the tale. Booklist Go With Meis aterrifying
and darkly funny mystery ride through the cold and foreboding New England woods. In prose as sharp and cold as
winter stars, Castle Freeman has rendered an unforgettable place and people carried on a story that won't let you go,
first word to last. His D. B., Coop, and Whizzer are characters | don't think | will ever forget. Bret Lott "Go with Meis
the most suspenseful, frightening, memorable and best-written novel about backwoods America since Deliverance. Its
the book Castle Freeman was born to write. The characters seem as real and human as my next door neighbors. | sat
down and read Go with Me straight through. Then | went and got a beer, came back and read it again. Now thats a
novel." Howard Frank Mosher "With razor wit and taut impeccable plotting, Castle Freeman has created a vivid page-
turning tale, amodern fable of classic proportions, at turns extremely funny and noirishly frightening, often within the
same scene. GO WITH ME has the pacing of EImore Leonard but with a cast of characters as timeless and fully-
fleshed as any group of pilgrims out of Chaucer. Freeman has given us arollicking read brimful of human hearts, their
fumbles and foibles brilliantly etched astheir trials, ordeals and wisdom become our own. Jeffrey Lent "In this
compact little gem of anovel two unlikely heroes help a stubborn woman track down avillainous bully. Its atale of
love and justice and its beautifully constructed, with lightness and with expertise, out of north country conversations
so quietly funny that every page brings asmile." Reeve Lindbergh "Go With Me is something entirely new, a New
England gothic tale with a profound emotional and philosophical depth. A great story, alot of fun, atale that could
have been written by a collaboration of David Mamet and Samuel Beckett, that is if they had had a case of beer in
Vermont and were interested in telling some tall tales and having a hell of agood time." Craig Nova



