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KurzbeschreibungThe children of Innertown exist in a state of suspended terror. Every year or so, aboy from their
school disappears, vanishing into the wasteland of the old chemical plant. Nobody knows where these boys go, or
whether they are alive or dead, and without evidence the authorities claim they are smply runaways. The town
policeman, Morrison knows otherwise. He was involved in the cover-up of one boy's murder, and he believes all the
boys have been killed. Though he is seriously compromised, he would still like to find out the killer's identity. The
local children also want to know and, in their fear and frustration, they turn on Rivers, a sad fantasist and suspected
paedophile living aone at the edge of the wasteland. Trapped and frightened, one of the boys, Leonard, tries to escape,
taking refuge in the poisoned ruins of the old plant; there he finds another boy, who might be the missing Liam and
might be afigment of hisimagination. With his help, Leonard comes to understand the policeman's involvement, and
exacts the necessary revenge - before following Liam into the Glister: possibly a disused chemical weapons facility,
possibly a passage to the outer world. A terrifying exploration of loss and the violence that pools under the surface of
the everyday, Glister is an exquisitely written, darkly imagined novel by one of our greatest contemporary
writers.PressestimmenBurnside's writing conveys an almost palpable thrill of discovery, adelight in the play of his
imagination over this bleak terrain, an irrepressible joy in cultivating metaphor after metaphor and seeing them all,
improbably, bloom.... The narrative has the quick urgency of athreatened creature: it moves like a cockroach streaking
from light to the safer dark.... The emotion this brilliant and disturbing novel leaves you with is like the spooked
feeling Leonard experiences at the sudden intimation of 'some essence, some hidden principle' in the world: 'It takes
your breath away, but you don't know if that comes from awe or terror.' The Glister is that kind of story. It's terrifying,
and it feelslike agift. The New York Times Book A dark morality tale, hauntingly told.O, The Oprah MagazineJohn
Burnside can make even the most mundane scene feel threatening. Oddly tender, for all the terror it evokes, his prose
has a seductive depth and clarity that'simpossible to resist. Hisnovel, The Glister, is a delighta scary, fascinating
exploration of innocence and evil, and the thin margin that often separates the two.Scott Smith, author of A Simple
Plan and The Ruinsl love John Burnside's writingone fresh perception, one unexpected observation, driving again and
again through to the next, until some entirely unforeseen point or insight can shine forth. Y ou have to be brilliant, wide
awake, and wide open to write thisway, and Burnside is all three. The Glister proves John Burnside is also a master at
the creation of dread, tension and mystery. What a dazzling book thisis.Peter Straub"John Burnside's The Glister
masguerades as an enthralling murder mystery but his greater, subtle purpose is to investigate the mysteries of evil,
death and eternity, and so provide awork of astounding moral clarity and transcendence." Jim Crace, author of The
PesthouseThe Glister is wickedly good. Burnside writes with adark and beautiful splendor, navigating the space
between despair and redemption in asimply brilliant story that will linger long after the last, haunting images.Keith
Donohue, author of The Stolen Child"In his bleakly beautiful seventh novel, Scottish author Burnside delivers a
cautionary taleillustrating that greed and an indifference to suffering are the real horrors of modern life... Burnside
expertly details an apocal yptic landscape where the 'expectation of failure' is rampant... Burnside's flawless prose
explores how defeat is only a state of mind."Publishers Weekly What begins as a spooky tale of serial murder evolves
into something much stranger and riskier-an eschatological fable about innocence, evil and personal responsibility
Burnside uses plot, character and mystery only as gambits to launch his spiritual exploration of the horrifyingly thin
line between childhood innocence and sociopathic amorality, and ultimately between sins of commission like serial
murder and sins of omission like serial cowardice. A truly unusual experience awaits readers willing to forgo the
obvious pleasures of the genre.Kirkus sThere is something consistently oneiric about John Burnsides work; not just in
the hallucinatory qualities of his prose but also in the original sense of the word as referring to avision divinely sent.
See his novels as the planet's dreaming; as the symbolic working-through and analogue of its emotional problems,
inspired by its past. Fiction, and what it can do, matters to Burnside; it can add something to the world that the word
needs.... Burnside doesn't really do dialogue, but his skill is such that his characters breathe through other means.
Beckett didn't do dialogue either, in his novels, but both writers communicate the sense that being alive is aterrible but
necessary business of endurance.... Burnside has given us awork that is baffling, haunting, terrifying, moving, and
compulsively readable. Thetitle refersto the towns disused chemical plant that lies rotting and leaking toxins on the
shore, its fittings bearing the name of its engineer, George Lister; but it's a'so an archaic word that means to sparkle.
Apt, in athousand ways.Niall Griffiths, The Daily Telegraph What makes Glister most astonishing is that poet-
novelists, such as Burnside, seldom succeed. Y et he has shown it can be done gloriously. Glister is a powerful,
mesmerising experience.Euan Ferguson, ObserverJohn Burnside explores with a delicious feathery touch the
infectious nature of violence and its capacity to seduce, in ways that are almost beautiful. This tantalising, horrific
novel is steeped in aterrible sense of wonder.Claire Allfree, MetroBurnside can turn from luminous verse to prose that
keeps you awake at night. Glister is such anovel....In the end we are |eft with the resonance of a book whose centreis
nowhere but whose circumference is extraordinarily large. Andrew Crumey, Financial TimesO]ne of the most original
and exhilarating reads of the year. A work begging a second reading, it is an exceptionally rich treasure which goes
beyond telling a disconcerting and disorienting story to illuminate the infinite possibilities of the novel.Irvine Welsh,
The Guardian Nobody does eerie quite like John Burnside. His exquisite and haunting new novel Glisterhas an
insistent force, overturning the readers expectations and building to a truly shocking climax. | doubt | will read a more



unsettling and memorable book this year.Stuart Kelly, ScotsmanBurnside brings his powers of pared-down narration
to bear on atale of dereliction, loss and possible redemption. Burnsides story employs suggestion and ambiguity rather
than explicit statement, but it has the power that comes from leaving plenty of space in which the readers own
imagination can go to work.The Sunday TimesWerbetextThe terrifying new novel by the prize-winning Scottish
author



