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KurzbeschreibungWinner of the National Jewish Book AwardInternational Bestseller "[An] ingenious work that 
circles around the rise of a state, the tragic destiny of a mother, a boys creation of a new self." The New YorkerA 
family saga and a magical self-portrait of a writer who witnessed the birth of a nation and lived through its turbulent 
history. A Tale of Love and Darkness is the story of a boy who grows up in war-torn Jerusalem, in a small apartment 
crowded with books in twelve languages and relatives speaking nearly as many. The story of an adolescent whose life 
has been changed forever by his mothers suicide. The story of a man who leaves the constraints of his family and 
community to join a kibbutz, change his name, marry, have children. The story of a writer who becomes an active 
participant in the political life of his nation."One of the most enchanting and deeply satisfying books that I have read 
in many years." New RepublicFrom Booklist"Books filled our home," writes Oz, as he presents the first of many 
gorgeously detailed descriptions of the humble settings of his often-harrowing Jerusalem boyhood. The only child of 
multilingual, literature-loving parents, Oz was destined to be a writer, even though he harbored fantasies of a more 
overtly heroic life. In a memoir as effulgent as his fiction, this internationally celebrated, capaciously observant, and 
bedazzling writer unfurls the complex story of his fascinating family history, one that encompasses the heartbreaks of 
the Diaspora and the Holocaust, and brings to vivid life the violence, fury, fear, determination, and sorrow that brought 
Israel into being, and that set in motion the intractable conflicts that still rage today. But for all its acute anecdotal and 
philosophical parsing of the larger world, this generous, gracefully meandering, many voiced, eventful, gently funny, 
and often magical reminiscence revolves most around Oz's mother and her tragic death. A powerful story of the 
making of a writer on the scale of Gabriel Garcia Marquez's Living to Tell the Tale [BKL O 15 03], Oz's panoramic 
memoir enhances the history of literature and of Israel, and the literature of examined lives. Donna SeamanCopyright 
American Library Association. All rights reservedPressestimmenPRAISE FOR A TALE OF LOVE AND 
DARKNESS"Detailed and beautiful . . . As he writes about himself and his family, Oz is also writing part of the 
history of the Jews . . . We are in the hands here of a capable, practiced seducer."--Los Angeles Times"This lyrical 
saga . . . succeeds both as a revelatory tale of the artist as young man and a gripping portrait of the young Jewish state 
itself."--The Miami Herald 


