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Von Gil Courtemanche: A Sunday At The Pool In Kigali (Canons) before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Sunday At The Pool In Kigali (Canons):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
disturbingVon Ein KundeThe first time | read this book wasin French back in 2003. Reading it in English still hasa
chilling effect on me. | still feel haunted. It is one of the most beautiful and disturbing books | have read. And


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002ZW5UMO

Courtemanche did awonderful job bringing the genocide in Rwanda and the atmosphere leading up to it to close to the
grasp of the average reader. His characters are real and the setting is real, which makes the story all the more
disturbing. However, despite al the horrors, the writer allowed us to see the light and magnificent beauty of Rwanda
and its people, and in portraying these, the writer made us see hope which is the prerequisite for healing, recovery and
progress for a new Rwanda. Thisbook isamust read if you want to understand what happened in Rwanda and get a
clue to the other massacres that happened and/or are still happening in the continent.In the horrible violence that took
place in Rwanda, that happened two decades back in Cameroon, Congo and Algeria and that is happening today in
Sudan , one can not avoid asking this question: where was and where is the international community ?Also
recommended: DISCIPLES OF FORTUNEO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Ein Muss fr
jeden Afrika-FanVon Brunhilde WeigeltDieses Buch - das ich schon vor vielen Jahren gelesen habe - ist ein Muss fr
ale, die gern nach Afrikareisen und sich in den Touristenhotels verlustieren.Aber auch Menschen, die sich in der
sogenannnten Entwicklungshilfe engagieren, sollten eslesen. Dasist ein weltpolitisches Drama, heute aktueller denn
je.0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great reading!VVon Leight TannenbaumThis book is
fantastic and horrible! Great book about the Genocide, about the emoptions in the country, interesting to read how the
expats lived in this small little country of thousand hills. Very good book! Read it!

KurzbeschreibungThe swimming pool of the Mille-Callines hotel is a magnet for a privileged group of Kigali
residents: aid-workers, Rwandan bourgeoisie, soldiers, prostitutes and assorted expatriates. Among these patronsis the
waitress Gentille, abeautiful Hutu often mistaken for a Tutsi, long admired by Valcourt, a Canadian journalist and
film-maker. Asthe two test the water with alove affair, civil unrest in Rwanda makes insidious, inevitable progress.
Animmensely powerful, cathartic denunciation of poverty, ignorance, global apathy and media blindness. A Sunday
at the Pool in Kigali is both a poignant love story and a stirring hymn to humanity - an essential read for anyone
interested in exceptional literature of lasting value.From Publishers WeeklyBernard VValcourt is a Canadian journalist
in Rwanda planning a film on the local AIDS epidemic when he fallsin love with Gentille, a Tutsi who works at his
hotel at the time of the Hutu-led genocides. Chronicling the days of the government-sponsored atrocities,
Courtemanche's novel is powerful inits ability to remind us how much the myth of race has done to divide and destroy
the human speciesin the past hundred years. At the same time, however, it strains to position itself as a sort of neo-
existentialist tome, quoting Camus and echoing The Plague. Valcourt describes himself without irony as
"sophisticated... an enlightened humanist,” and yet his childish self-pity and bitter refusal to accept life's harsh realities
are less the trappings of a great intellectual than the alcoholic he obviously is. From the swimming pool terrace of the
H"tel des Mille-Collinesin Kigali, he observes the rapidly deteriorating situation, "rather like a buzzard on a branch...
waiting for ascrap of life to excite him." His supposedly spiritual love for Gentilleis intended to redeem him, but it
most often takes the form of arhapsody over her "perfect” body. The Rwanda painted by Courtemanche (a Canadian
journalist himself) is a country bloodied by ignorance, hatred, sexual obsession and lust for power, asterrifying and
darkly obscene as anything imaginable. Tragic and deeply touching at turns (and illuminating from an historical
perspective), the novel is nevertheless cheapened by Val court's muddled sentimentalizing and adolescent
grandiloguence. As Einstein said, everything is either meaningless or miraculous. Most often it's romantics who,
becoming cynics, embrace the former.Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Booklistln recounting the
1994 massacre of Rwanda's Tutsis by the majority Hutus, Courtemanche fictionalizes the thoughts and actions of real
participants, but the horrors he describes were all too real. At the story's center lies the improbable love that blossoms
between Canadian journalist Bernard Valcourt and Gentille, a shy Hutu waitress at Kigali's Mille-Collines Hotel.
Valcourt and Gentille speak out against the brutal attacks that presage the genocide but make no headway with corrupt
police, impotent UN forces, oblivious Western media outlets, and postcolonial Belgians and French who helped sow
the seeds of racial superiority in Rwanda and then retreated when they bore deadly fruit. It's a powerful political novel
about important world issues, which hardly ensures an audience here. As Valcourt notes, "In my country the sickness
is complacency. In Franceit's arrogance, and in the United Statesit'signorance." That this book would introduce many
U.S. readersto events that killed some 800,000 people underscores how fatal our willful ignorance of foreign affairs
can be to the world's powerless. Frank SennettCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved



